PRESIDENT   MASARYK   TELLS   HIS   STORY
a line of critical and scientific thought. Kaizl was
an economist and Kramar was writing an excellent
book on the activities of the Czech Court Office in
Vienna, abolished under Maria Theresa. Pazdirek
wrote about our group in his Slawische Warte^ and
gave me the article to read in manuscript; I saw
that he called us "positivists," and that reminded
me too much of Comte and French positivism, so
I told Pazdirek that he had better say "realists."
That is how we came by the name.
Pazdirek wanted to get us into the Old Czech
Party, and negotiated about it with Rieger; he
promised him more from us than we could perform,
he was such a naive, good-natured fellow. Now I
was friends with Braf, who knew Rieger's family,
so he introduced me to Rieger and Mattus and
they began to negotiate with us about joining the
Old Czechs. Rieger was very nice to me in spite
of our former differences, and we got on well
together. We had ready a statement of the con-
ditions on which we would join the Party: we
demanded that we should exercise the main influ-
ence on the Party Press; but this was not to the
liking of the Old Czech journalists, and they began
to get their knives into us, in particular the staff
of Voice of the Nation. So the attempt came to
nothing.
Then in about 1889 the Young Czechs had their